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Professor Dr. Geta Rîșnoveanu  

Dr. Geta Rîşnoveanu obtained her MSc in Biology in 1989 and PhD in Freshwater ecology in1999 from the 

University of Bucharest, Romania. In 1990, Dr. Rîşnoveanu was appointed Assistant Professor at the 

Department of Systems Ecology and Sustainability (DSES), Faculty of Biology, University of Bucharest. She 

was promoted to Professor in 2007, and currently is the director of the Doctoral School in Ecology, sits on the 

department and faculty steering committee. She was the Head of the department (2011 -2019) and a member 

of the National Council for Certification of Titles, Diplomas and University Certificates (CNATDCU-2012-

2020). During 2010 – 2018 she was invited professor at SciencePo, Lille, France, for the master degree on 

Public affairs and management of commons, teaching on Sustainable development in the Eastern European 

Countries. In 2018 she taught the same course at AgoParisTech for the master students enrolled in Gestion et 

ingénierie de l’environnement. In October 2021 she was an invited to teach a course on “The Role of riparian 

buffers for maintaining aquatic biodiversity and ecological processes” at University of Natural Resources and 

Life Sciences, Vienna (BOKU).  

Her research activities were mainly addressed to structure, productivity and assessment of the ecological state 

of freshwaters; mechanisms of biological productivity and material and energetic fluxes in eutrophycated 

systems; aquatic – terrestrial interrelationships, assessment of species role in biogeochemical cycles; 

relationships between anthropogenic drivers, biodiversity and ecosystem functioning; structural and functional 

indices in monitoring of ecological systems; and conservation of biodiversity. Her research has mainly focused 

on invertebrates and processes in streams, lakes, riparian zones and wetlands, in the Danube River Basin.  

Considering the challenges pose by implementation of sustainable development principles, she became more 

and more involved in researches focused on the value of biodiversity to society for a better assistance of the 

policy making process. She was involved in projects aiming to the assessment of urban ecosystem services, 

and of the species role as service providing units for socio-economic systems. During 2015-2016 she was the 

coordinator of the SEE financed project (Programme RO04 – ”Reduction of hazardous substances”) - 

Promoting the expertise in evaluation and monitoring of chemicals and hazardous substances in the 

environment  - ProExpert”. Additionally, she was involved in an international project aiming to identification 

of major trends and driving forces affecting rural regions in Europe, the scales at which they do operate and 

how to adapt rural policies in the future to take account of these processes. Dr. Rîşnoveanu has been involved 

in >20 successful funding applications, coordinated the department’s team involved in the several research 

projects (EU: FPV - RIVFUNCTION, FPVI-FARO, SEE funded project -ProExpert and BioDivERsA funded 

project - CrossLink; national: PROMOTOR, T143). Currently, Dr. Rîşnoveanu coordinates the university team 

in a project which focuses on the identification and assessment of the ecosystem services provided by the 

Baneasa forest in Bucharest.  

She has a long experience in human resource development and training of the decision makers who are 

involved in implementation of the EU policy concerning biodiversity conservation and sustainable 

management. She was very active in opening the universities towards the needs of policy makers and managers 

of the natural capital and sustainable development. Dr. Rîşnoveanu act as the main advisor and supervisor of 

the master and PhD students in Ecology.  
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